
God’s Mercy 

Luke 18:31-43 

 

God’s Mercy Shown Through Jesus’ Sacrifice 
 

• Jesus’ sacrifice was foretold by the prophets 

– Born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14) 

– Born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) 

– John the Baptist (Malachi 3:1) 

– Triumphal entry (Zech 9:9-10) 

– Side pierced (Zech 12:10) 

– Suffer for our sins (Isa 53:6, 9, 12) 

– Resurrection! 

 

• “Son of Man” foreshadows Jesus’ sacrifice 

– Jesus’ favorite self-designation 

– Jesus sometimes uses in in place of “Christ” 

• Changing understanding of Messiah? 

– Often used when Jesus is referring to his upcoming suffering and resurrection 

 

• Both the Jews and the Gentiles are responsible for Jesus’ suffering 

– Annas 

– Caiaphas 

– Sanhedrin 

– Pilate 

– Herod 

– Pilate 

 

• But it was really Jesus’ choice to suffer and die for us 

– Php 2:8 “He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross.” 

– Lk 22:42 “Not my will, but yours be done.” 

– Lk 23:46 “Father, into your hands I commit my Spirit.” 

 

• And the disciples still don’t understand God’s mercy 

 

God’s Mercy Shown to a Blind Beggar 

 

• The blind man believes that Jesus will be merciful 



– Has heard of Jesus 

– Repeatedly cries out for mercy 

– Calls Jesus the “Son of David” 

• 2 Samuel 7:12 “I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from 

your body, and I will establish his kingdom.” 

 

• Jesus shows that He is different than the culture 

– Just like He did with the children 

• We should emulate His mercy 

– Luke 6:36 “Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is 

merciful.” 

– Asks the man what he wants 

– Does Jesus do more than the man expected? 

 

• What is the relationship between faith and mercy? 

– Faith in what? 

• Faith here is in Jesus as the Messiah 

• Faith in Jesus as our Savior/helper 

– But God’s mercy doesn’t mean we’ll never have problems 

• 2 Tim 3:12 “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted.” 

– God in his mercy gives us salvation and the gift of the Spirit 

• Titus 3:5 “he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 

according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of 

the Holy Spirit” 

– And now we trust God to use our faith in the best way for His kingdom 


