
How to Live as a Disciple 

Luke 17:5-10 
 

We Should be Careful of Our Motives 
 

• The disciples could have a good reason for the request 

• They want to be careful not to lead others into sin 

• They want to be willing to forgive 

• They recognize that they need great faith to do these things 

• They could also have impure motives for their request 

• Could they want more faith simply to do greater works for greater notoriety? 

• Perhaps they want more blessings from God? 
 

We Need to Use the Faith we Have 
 

• Faith plays a central role in our spiritual lives 

• We are saved by faith 

• Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace you have been saved through faith.” 

• We walk by faith 

• 2 Cor 5:7 “For we walk by faith, not by sight…” 

• Jesus responds to their question with an observation 

• 1st class condition in the Greek 

• Assumed to be true 

• “You have this much faith…” 

• A mustard seed was very small 

• A black mulberry tree has an expansive root system 
 

“If you actually used the faith you have, this mulberry tree would be ripped out by it’s roots and 

planted in the sea!” 
 

We Shouldn’t Expect Great Rewards 
 

• Jesus shares a parable 

• Disciples are pictured as servants 

• Master comes in from the field 

• Wants his own dinner prepared 

• Servant waits on him first 

• Servant shouldn’t expect praise for doing what he is expected to do 

 

 



 

• Meaning 

•  “Don’t think that if you actually live your faith that you are worthy of great rewards 

and honor.” 

• Serve! 

• And be humble about it! 
 

Our Gracious God Gives us More Than we Deserve 
 

• We don’t deserve any reward 

• But God, in his grace, responds to us differently than a typical master would to a servant 

• We shouldn’t expect rewards 

• They may not happen in this life 

• If we do receive rewards or blessing for our service, we recognize that it’s not because of 

what we’ve done, but because of God’s grace 

• The greatest reward is our salvation 


