
 

 

Sin and Forgiveness 

Luke 17:1-4 
 

Who are the “Little Ones?” 
 

• Often thought to be children because of Matthew 18:1ff 

• Probably thinking of spiritual children as he continues teaching (Matt 18:3-4) 

– Romans 8:16 “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children 

of God” 
 

It Is Easy to Sin 

 

The World Encourages us to Sin 
 

• Matthew 18:7 “Woe to the world for temptations to sin!” 

– The world lies to contradict the truth 

– The world sets a bad example 
 

Sometimes Other Believers Encourage us to Sin 
 

• Some do it directly 

– Genesis 3:6 “she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who 

was with her” 

– Exodus 32:4 “And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a 

graving tool and made a golden calf.” 

• Some do it indirectly 

– Romans 14:13 “Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but 

rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother.” 

– 1 Corinthians 8:9 “But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a 

stumbling block to the weak.” 
 

It is Very Serious When We Cause Others to Sin 
 

• It’s better to be physically dead than to cause spiritual suffering 

– The millstone is not the kind you use in the home 

– It’s the kind used in a mill and turned by a donkey 

– It weighs hundreds of pounds 

 

Our Job is to Encourage Good Thoughts and Good Behavior 

 



And we Need to be Ready to Forgive at all Times 
 

• Natural sense of the passage 

• Modeled by God for us 

– Romans 5:8 “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

• How can we be ready to do this? 

– Our relationship with God is affected when we don’t forgive 

• Matthew 18:35 “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, 

from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.” 

– It is always our responsibility to be ready to forgive 

• Ephesians 4:31 “Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be 

put away from you, with all malice.” 
 

Repentance is Necessary for Reconciliation 
 

• Once again, this is based on God’s model with us 

– Acts 3:19 “Repent and be converted” 

• We can be ready to forgive, but the relationship still suffers without some recognition of 

wrong by the other person 

• When repentance comes, we should do all that we can to make sure that the relationship is 

restored 

• However, there may be some continuing issues that time may/may not be able to resolve 
 

Forgiveness has no Limits 


