
“The New Kingdom” 

Luke 16:14-18 

 

 Pharisees are upset at Jesus’ teaching regarding money 

 Money should be used to further the kingdom of God, not our own kingdoms 

 Loving God and loving money are mutually exclusive 

 Pharisees “turned up their noses” at him 

 Last 4 parables have been directed at them! 

 “Who does he think that he is?” 

  Jesus shows them that their understanding has always been limited 

 Pharisees probably thought that their wealth and esteem was a sign of God’s 

approval 

 In fact, they wanted those things more than God 

 God knows what they are like on the inside 

 What man esteems is an “abomination” to God 

 Proverbs 16:5 “Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD 

 Detestable and sacrilegious 

 Jesus shows them that they are entering a new era and they need a new understanding 

 Time of the law is over 

 The time of the “kingdom of God” has come 

 Matthew 5:20 “Unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

 Jesus’ preaching focuses on the kingdom of God 

 Luke 16:16 ““The Law and the Prophets were until John; since then the good 

news of the kingdom of God is preached, and everyone forces his way into it.” 

 Violent word! 

 Most often used to mean dominate or constrain 

 Can also mean to force 

 The image is that of hearing about the kingdom, and being so moved that you 

would do anything to enter into it! 

 But God’s law still has a purpose 

 “But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of the Law 

to become void.” 

 There are eternal principles in the law that are always valid 

 The sacrificial system shows: 

 The need for forgiveness 

 The severity of sin 

 The need for a substitute 



 Dietary laws show: 

 The connection between holiness and obedience 

 How what we take in can affect us 

 The ethical values transmitted in the Old Testament are more easily 

transferred to the New 

 And Jesus shows that one of the eternal principles transmitted in the OT is the 

sanctity of marriage 

 “Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and 

he who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.” 

 Religious leaders had started to allow divorce for any reason 

 Shouldn’t read this passage as a complete prohibition – other passages show 

that divorce was permissible in some cases 

 Passage shows the seriousness of divorce from God’s perspective 

 Summary 

 Starting with Jesus we have a new understanding of the Old Testament 

 The law needs to be understood in light of the coming of Jesus 

 Many OT laws have been reinterpreted 

 However the eternal principles have not changed 

 This is seen most clearly in moral laws 

 Christians are to live in the power and by the guidance of the H.S. 


