
 

 

Important Lessons About Money 

Luke 16:1-15 
 

The Story 

 May have been based upon a common story 

 Stories about slaves outwitting their masters were common 

 However this man is probably free 

 The steward in Jesus’ story may have been unjustly accused 

 Employer believes the accusation, and calls for an audit before he lets the steward go 

 The steward is concerned about his future – he’s too proud to beg and doesn’t want to dig 

ditches 

 Develops a plan that will make his masters debtors indebted to him 

 Master may be a landowner and his tenants owed him a portion of their crops at the 

end of the season 

 One owed 800 gallons of olive oil – 1000 denarii (3 years wages) 

 Another owed 1000 bushels of wheat - 3000 denarii (8-9 years) 

 Steward has them lower what they owe 

 Could have removed his own commission 

 Possible that he was putting his employer in a good light and making it harder to be fired 

 The master commends the steward for his shrewdness 

 Used money to prepare for his future 

 Point that Jesus is trying to make is that we should be shrewd in our dealings with money 

too, although in a different direction 

 “Unrighteous” because of the way most use it 

 Jesus is not trying to say that we should be dishonest, as he goes on to point out 

 Interesting to note that the servant hasn’t necessarily been dishonest 
 

Lessons 
 

 We should use our money spiritually (9) 

 Steward used his money to buy earthly friends and favor 

 We are to use money to influence people in spiritual matters 

 Picture Jesus uses is of those we’ve helped welcoming us into heaven 
 

 Money use is a measure of spirituality (10-11) 

 Faithfulness with money is presented as one of the smaller matters to be concerned 

about 

 What are the “true riches?” 

 



 God owns everything; we are just stewards (12) 

 Ps 24:1 “The earth is the Lord’s and all its fullness…” 

 

 We need to make sure that we worship God and use money, not worship money and use 

God (13) 

 

 The nonspiritual can’t understand spiritual truth (14-15) 

 1 Corinthians 2:14 “The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of 

God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are 

spiritually discerned.” 
 

 God knows what is in people’s hearts (14-15) 

 John 2:25 “(He) had no need that anyone should testify of man, for he knew what 

was in man.” 
 

 God isn’t interested in the same things that the world is (14-15) 


