
God Cares About the Lost 

Luke 15:11-32 

 

 Third parable is about lost sons 

 Natural understanding of the Parable 

 Father = God 

 Sons = Jews 

 Eldest Son = Pharisees 

 Prodigal Son = Sinners 

 

 Christian understanding of the Parable 

 Father = God 

 Sons = Christians or Non-Christians? 

 “Sons” was used because the Israelites were God’s chosen people 

 “Sons” in the original sense doesn’t necessarily imply salvation 

 

 Romans 9:6 “For they are not all Israel who are of Israel” 

 Neither son in a right relationship with the Father 

 Are both lost? 

 Are both out of fellowship? 

 Or one of each? 

 

 The Parable of the “Loving Father” 

 Youngest son wants his inheritance early -- affront 

 Father gives it to him 

 Son goes off and wastes it by “prodigal, reckless, wasteful” living 

 There is a famine in the land 

 Ends up feeding pigs 

 Realizes that he would be treated better as a servant in his fathers house – 

manipulative? 

 Heads towards home, and father runs out to greet him 

 Can’t complete apology 

 Father restores him and throw a party because of his joy 

 The eldest son hears the commotion and seeks to find out what is going on 

 Once he finds out, he becomes upset and stays in the field 

 The father comes looking for him and pleads with him to come in 

 The eldest son voices his complaint 

 The father tells him that he is being childish 

 



 6 lessons for us in the parable 

 Sin separates us from God 

 Repentance brings restoration 

 God desires a relationship with us 

 God rejoices when we are restored 

 God is our model for parenting 

 Perceptive 

 Proactive 

 Caring 

 Forgiving 

 God is our model for relationships! 

 


