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The Cost of Discipleship

Luke 14:15-35

The Background
Jesus has just said, “you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just”
Someone responds, “Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God”
The underlying assumptions
Only Jews will be there
Pharisees will certainly be there!

The Beginning of Discipleship
Jesus answers with a parable
The customs observed with a great supper
An early invitation
A verbal summons once all is ready

The shock
No-one wants to come
“I have bought a piece of ground…”

The Beginning of Discipleship
“I have bought five yoke of oxen…”
“I have married a wife…”
Deut 24:5 “When a man has taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war or be 

charged with any business…”
The master is angry
He sends the servants out for beggars
There is still room
More are compelled to come in

The Beginning of Discipleship
Jesus is challenging their smugness
Of the Pharisees
Of the nation

Jesus’ parable teaches
We must respond to God’s invitation in order to be saved
In order to respond, we must recognize our need
Nothing in this world can replace God!

An Explanation of Discipleship
We must put God/Jesus first
Jesus often uses hyperbole to make a point
We need to be very careful that we understand what Scripture is saying
Gen 29:30-31 “Then Jacob also went in to Rachel, and he also loved Rachel more than 

Leah…When the Lord saw that Leah was unloved…”
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Leah…When the Lord saw that Leah was unloved…”

An Explanation of Discipleship
Jesus is using hate here as a comparative – seems like hate in comparison to our love for 

God
Jesus isn’t countering what is said elsewhere
Jesus is simply saying that we should be willing to put God before/above everything else

Oh, the bitter pain and sorrow
That a time could ever be,
When I proudly said to Jesus,
“All of self, and none of Thee.”
All of self, and none of Thee,
All of self, and none of Thee,
When I proudly said to Jesus,
“All of self, and none of Thee.”

Yet He found me; I beheld Him
Bleeding on th’ accursed tree,
And my wistful heart said faintly,
“Some of self, and some of Thee.”
Some of self, and some of Thee,
Some of self, and some of Thee,
And my wistful heart said faintly,
“Some of self, and some of Thee.”

Day by day His tender mercy,
Healing, helping, full and free,
Brought me lower while I whispered,
“Less of self, and more of Thee.”
Less of self, and more of Thee,
Less of self, and more or Thee,
Brought me lower while I whispered,
“Less of self, and more of Thee.”

Higher than the highest heaven,
Deeper than the deepest sea,
Lord, Thy love at last has conquered:
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Lord, Thy love at last has conquered:
“None of self, and all of Thee.”
None of self, and all of Thee,
None of self, and all of Thee,
Lord, Thy love at last has conquered:
“None of self, and all of Thee.”

An Explanation of Discipleship
We follow regardless of the cost
Cross = death
Acts 14:21 “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”

Suffering comes from our allegiance to Jesus
Economic
Mental
Physical

An Explanation of Discipleship
What should our attitude be during suffering?

An Explanation of Discipleship
The decision to be a disciple is very serious
You wouldn’t start a building project without first considering if you could actually finish 

it
You wouldn’t go to war without think about how you could win, or if you could win
Why would you become a disciple without seriously considering it?

An Explanation of Discipleship
Does God have any use for a disciple that isn’t committed?
“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is of no 

use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear.”

How closely are discipleship and salvation connected?

Application
We are called to a relationship with Jesus
Discipleship takes reflection and focus
Am I yielding my life?
Am I ready to suffer loss for following?
Am I putting anything before God?
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